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     Joe Scheidler is known as “The Godfather of Pro-Life Activism” 
for his decades of leadership on the front lines. In 1980 he founded the 
Pro-Life Action League in Chicago to recruit and equip local pro-life 
leaders to save babies from abortion in their own communities. Joe 
has traveled the United States and the world sharing his message 
that individual pro-lifers can make a tremendous difference by taking 
direction action to fight the abortion industry, stand up to pro-
abortion politicians, offer compassionate help to women considering 
abortion, and convert their friends and neighbors to the pro-life cause.  
     Scheidler is the author of CLOSED: The Pro-Life Activists’ Manual, 
a how-to book on pro-life activism, including sidewalk counseling, 
demonstrations, working with the media and researching lawsuits 
against abortionists. He has also produced No Greater Joy, a training 
video on sidewalk counseling.
    Scheidler’s tactics were so effective that the National Organization 
for Women brought a RICO lawsuit against him in 1986, NOW v. 
Scheidler, which took him to the U. S. Supreme Court three times. His 
victory in 2003 was undermined by NOW’s collaboration with the 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. A final, decisive ruling in his favor 
came from a unanimous Supreme Court in 2006.

 
“Joe Scheidler has pioneered the work 
to make legal abortion an unthink-
able tragedy of our past, not our future. 
Thank you, Joe, for inspiring me and 
many others to love and live better—and 
give my whole heart to this cause!”  
— Lila Rose
    President, Live Action

 “Joe Scheidler understands that ending 
abortion is a call, a vocation. I am proud 
to have been at his side as so many great 
pro-life stories unfolded. “                
—Fr. Frank Pavone
    National Director, Priests for Life
 
 “Joe Scheidler’s story is a moving ac-
count of a life well lived, and a call to 
true heroism for the generations to 
come—whose lives in some part have 
been secured by his tireless, faithful 
work.”                
— David Daleiden
     The Center for Medical Progress
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 “God used Joe Scheidler to draw me out of my complacency in the 
business world into full-time life-saving work, and I am not alone. 
Today’s pro-life movement stands on the shoulders of this 
gentle giant!”  
— David Bereit,
Co-Founder, 40 Days for Life


